Betty Sue Williams
February 24, 1928 - June 15, 2019

Betty Sue Williams, 91, passed away June 15, 2019 in Arlington, TX.
Betty was born February 24, 1928 to Augustus Jackson Thornton & Alta Dona Matthews
Thornton in Burleson, Texas. She graduated from TCU with a bachelor’s degree in Drama.
She performed in several college Plays, and won the first Wilber award for her
performance in “The Glass Menagerie”. She later earned a master’s degree in Education
at Texas Women’s College. She taught school at Bloodworth in Johnson County, taught
special education in Pantego, Texas, and later worked with home bound students in the
Arlington School District. She also taught ESL with the Fort Worth and Arlington school
districts. Betty had a true love as well as talent for teaching. She was named TX state
teacher of the year twice in her career. She also volunteered at the Arlington Shelter in a
teaching capacity.
Betty also worked with American Airlines in different departments, and acted as an AA
ambassador which allowed her to travel all over the world. She was an active member of
the First Church of Christ Scientist in Arlington, and served as 2nd reader as well as
serving on the board. Her love of God, and constant seeking for spiritual truth heightened
her love for people. She was well respected by coworkers, and she had a marvelous
sense of humor which lightened any situation.
She married Gardner Williams in 1967, which created a blended family of 4 teenagers,
Susie, Debbie, Phillip and Lisa. Throughout their 52 year marriage, Betty was a devoted
and loving wife, mother, and grandmother. Her gracious and generous nature and her
infectious smile won her many close friends. She had a way of seeing the good in
everyone.
Betty was preceded in death by her parents, Sisters Dorothy and Vaudene, and her
children Lisa and Phillip.
Survivors: Husband Gardner Williams, Daughters, Teresa S. Williams-Dupont & husband

Steve, Deborah Woods-Owens & husband Mark, 5 Grandchildren, 9 great grandchildren,
and 2 great-great grandchildren, as well as nieces and nephews and a host of many
relatives and friends.
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Comments

“

Betty was my friend and co worker when we worked at American Airlines. We were
hired during the same interview at American in 1990. Betty made everyone laugh at
the interview. She had a wonderful sense of humor. I loved talking to Betty as many
others did too. She had a smile on her face every time I saw her. Several years on
my birthday Betty would call me. She and Gardner would play the organ and sing
Happy Birthday to me. I saved the recorded message on my cell but when I changed
cell phones it was no longer there. I was very sad to lose it.
I will miss Betty and visiting with her. Rest in peace my sweet friend. Till we meet
again.
I love you,
Rosie Phillips

Rosie Phillips - July 30 at 08:58 PM

“

Paul Hale lit a candle in memory of Betty Sue Williams

Paul Hale - July 26 at 05:29 PM

“

Betty was my sisters Special Ed teacher In Arlington, in the early 1960’s. She taught
Marilyn one on one. Marilyn quickly just loved Betty so much. Betty was, as so many
have said, a great , caring, loving teacher. But, my memories do not stop there. I had
become friends with Susie Williams Dupont ( we have been BFF’s for around 56
years). So my parents knew Betty and Gardner. My mom thought it would be nice if
they both came to a picnic with our family. Mom was thinking they’d enjoy talking,
never believing it would be more than a one time meeting. She was wrong!!! As you
know Betty and Gardner got married, moved into Betty’s house. Along with
combining 4 teenage kids.( I was there). Oh wow!!! Betty dealt with the day to day
conflicts of a new household , and 4 teenagers with her usual energy, patience,
loving and caring nature.
She cooked dinners, with some help, for all the family . Betty was a country gal , and
she a had laid back way about her. She has always had a special place in our hearts,
and always will. I’ll always remember her voice and how she would sound when
talking to us. So thankful for memories and pictures.
Betty Sue will always be missed and loved.
So, when I think of Betty , I’ll smile , remember her hugs and just say love you. .

Prayers and love to Gardner and the family.
Susan Mitchell Morgan - July 11 at 07:16 PM

“

To my Nene, my idol. She was like no other.....her infectious smile and laugh and all
her little funnies she was always kind, loving and supportive in anything us grandkids
were into. I was taking my state board for cosmetology and i asked her to be my
model and she quickly responded " why yes"! So she flew to Denver.... i had to do a
haircut manicure and apply fake eyelashes... Well we know Nene loved her
eyelashes.... so it came to the application. She was very still with her head tilted back
and eyes closed and she just let me do what i needed to do.... i finished. As the
instructor approached me I looked at Nene and said "Nene time to open your eyes
here she comes" And she quietly said "well I would darlin but you glued my eyes
shut"!!! As she suffered through a few tears she was able to open her eyes! We
giggled many times over that. Through any situation her words were always kind,
loving and encouraging .. I love you Nene you will never be forgotten.

Natalie Mielenz - July 08 at 11:31 PM

“

None of us know what happens to us after this life, but if we get another chance to
live another life I hope and pray I get Betty Sue to be my mom again. I love you
mom- Debbie

Deborah Owens - July 07 at 04:32 PM

“

I wanted to share the memories Betty's daughters had of her. These thoughts were
read as her eulogy at the celebration of life service.
Betty Sue Williams was born in Burleson, Texas and raised in the country town of
Retta. Her father taught her honesty, and her mother taught her the love of God, and
to respect others. She lived all her life in Texas, but enjoyed traveling the country and
the world. Betty had a country charm about her, but she had a sophisticated side as
well.
Betty loved acting during her college years. She even won the Drama department’s
first Wilber Award for her lead part in “the Glass Menagerie”. However, she had a
love of teaching even more than acting. In her life-long career of teaching, she was
elected Texas State Teacher of the year twice.
She had a fun loving spirit, and marvelous sense of humor. Betty taught well into her
80’s. Whenever someone asked when she was going to retire, she would always
reply, “As soon as I pay off my student loan.”
Betty made friends easily. She loved to go to her bank daily, get a cup of coffee and
visit with bank employees and customers. One day she called her daughter Debbie,
and told her, “Sugar, there is no better feeling than having the bank’s free coffee in

one hand, and a deposit slip in the other!”
When her family home had to be demolished, her sense of humor got her through
the day. She turned to the video camera with the pile of rubble behind her, and said,
“Be sure to tell Deborah, it is her week to clean the house.”
She also had a talent for writing fun little poems for and about her grandchildren and
great grandchildren. One example she wrote when her great granddaughter’s birth
was past due. Once Gracie was born, and had a smiling disposition, Betty wrote the
following:
"I’m Gracie Lynn Serafin, don’t know where I’m going, but know where I’ve been.
Snuggled up safe in my dear mommy’s womb. Would have staid longer, but ran out
of room."
Her youngest grandson Sean, posted his thoughts on the obituary page as well as a
poem he wrote in response to her whimsical poems she wrote to him.
She was and is greatly loved by everyone whose lives she touched.
Susan (Susie) Williams-Dupont - July 06 at 11:15 AM

“

Betty was a wonderful, supportive friend, my mentor throughout my career in
education.
She loved everyone she met and was always “there” in times of trouble. I will never
be able to express in words just what she meant to me. My appreciation knows no
bounds. I will miss you, Betty. Until we meet again, “Dance with the Angels”.

Linda Davis - June 27 at 09:22 PM

“

We all miss our Betty Sue
She took a group of ladies and made us into a teaching unit. We became friends.
Our children loved Betty as did our husbands who looked forward to our annual
parties
I remember her laugh
We shared a birthday and Betty and Gardner would call and sing to me.
Thanks for all you did.
Love you

Alice Blakely - June 27 at 05:14 PM

“

Martha H. Smith lit a candle in memory of Betty Sue Williams

Martha H. Smith - June 25 at 06:16 PM

“

It was such a joy and privilege to know Betty in Adult Education, Fort Worth &
Arlington~She was truly kind and also blessed with a delightful sense of humor; may her
Family find peace knowing how she impacted so many [people in positive ways-Prayers
are with You All~
Martha H. Smith - June 25 at 06:20 PM

“

Brad, Rainie and family. purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of Betty Sue
Williams.

Brad, Rainie and family. - June 24 at 08:15 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Betty Sue Williams.

June 24 at 04:45 PM

“

Susan Mitchell Morgan lit a candle in memory of Betty Sue Williams

susan mitchell morgan - June 24 at 03:38 PM

“

Carolyn Hitzfeld lit a candle in memory of Betty Sue Williams

Carolyn Hitzfeld - June 24 at 11:26 AM

“

Through all the year I knew this Lady she Loved me as one of her own. We married within
days of each other, me to her Nephew, Harold Hitzfeld and her to Garnder Williams. Life
changed for me as Harold and I divorced, but Aunt Betty Loved me still as one of her own.
Through the good times and hard times she was a True Inspiration and continually lifted me
up. Words can not express the Love I had for Aunt Betty. She will always have a Special
place in my heart that will never end.
Carolyn Hitzfeld - June 24 at 11:35 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Betty Sue Williams.

June 23 at 08:35 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Betty Sue Williams.

June 23 at 02:49 PM

“

My grandmother Betty, or 'Nene', used to write these wonderfully sweet poems about
my childhood trips to Texas, or her visits to California. Her words were magic; turning
a seemingly small event into something wonderful, funny and imaginative. Here’s my
first poem back to you Nene, thank you for all the joy you’ve given me.

Nene’s Poem
Sitting on a beach with Betty Sue, it’s Lisa, Phillip and you know who.
Friends and family gather to wish you farewell, for a journey onwards where spirits
dwell.
Nene turns and smiles, and starts to giggle, that infectious laugh spreads a little.
“My Gosh! Are you all here for me? No please go back to your families…”
“But if you insist, I must say, I don’t mind an audience, especially today.”
“In my younger years Hons, I was quite the catch, wit beyond measure, only few
could match.”
“Until I met a man who took my breath, Poppa, My Poppa, whom I loved until death.”
“We shared a life with no regrets, teaching our passion, to students most blessed.”
“And from our union, a big family grew, our most precious treasure, if only you knew.”
“Celebrate me? Hons, let’s celebrate you! I’ve had a full life and my spirits anew”
“Yes my body’s no longer, but my memory remains, to remind you all how much joy
life contains.”
Sitting on a beach with Betty Sue, it’s Lisa, Phillip and you know who.

Love you always,
Sean
Sean Hart - June 22 at 06:03 PM

“

Betty Williams remembered:
A wife, mother and grandmother without equal.
The epitome of good humor, twinkling eyes and infectious smiles.
A woman, born with the gift of teaching, who shared her knowledge and laughter with
her hundreds of students; without regard to race, color or religious orientation.
Who wins “Texas State Teacher of the Year” TWICE unless being totally devoted to
the student?
With care and consideration, she was the only instructor that many terminally ill and
homebound students ever experienced.
A wonderful mother-in-law who never rebuked, but still welcomed me with open
arms, after my divorce from her daughter, Lisa.
A mother that was more inclined to comfort me than to think of her own sorrow after
the death of Lisa.
A non-stop communicator that loved to hear, and share her stories, with everyone
she met.
A teller of “brown dog stories” – when reciting an experience it often wandered
through many twists, turns, high roads, low roads, blind alleys, people and events… I
always joked that somewhere in her tale there had to be a brown dog!
I observed on many occasions that Betty made every person she met feel a little
warmer inside and better about themselves after her departure… is this not the
definition of “angelic”?
I say farewell to Betty with these quotes from her spiritual guide in Christian Science,
Mary Baker Eddy:
“Every luminary in the constellation of human greatness, like the stars, comes out in
the darkness to shine with the reflected light of God”… was Betty not luminous?
“Love inspires, illumines, designates and leads the way”… thank you for being a part
of my life, Betty.
Alan Hart

Alan Hart - June 22 at 01:17 PM

