Emma B. Lyon
May 19, 1937 - December 18, 2020

Emma B. Lyon, 83, is now in the hands of the Lord. She went home on December 18,
2020. Emma was born to Jesus and Fannie Benavides on May 19, 1937 in Corsicana,
Texas.
Emmy Lou, as she was known in her younger years, was something of a tomboy growing
up as the youngest of nine children on the family’s farm and later when they moved to Fort
Worth. She, along with her sister Ann, attended Our Lady of Victory (OLV) Academy, an
all-girl Catholic school administered by the Sisters of Saint Mary of Namur. She graduated
high school from OLV in 1955.
Early on Emma wanted to be a nurse and volunteered as a Candy Striper in the
emergency room at Saint Joseph Hospital. However, after fainting at the first sight of blood
she realized that was not the path for her. She worked as a receptionist, a secretary, and a
teacher’s aide. Finding her calling in the classroom, Emma received her bachelor’s degree
from Texas Wesleyan College. She later earned her master’s from Texas Christian
University followed by bilingual certification from the University of North Texas. From
teacher’s aide to elementary and bilingual teacher, Emma worked in Fort Worth schools
for 30 years. Her greatest joy was in teaching young children and mentoring young
teachers. She often told stories of meeting former students later in life, thanking her for
her role in their growth and how they felt her kindness and effort had provided a
foundation for their adult lives. She reveled in hearing of her students’ successes and
achievements. She was honored as site teacher of the year multiple times during her
career.
Emma enjoyed many and varied past times throughout her life. Early on during marriage
she, her husband Bill, and their son Will enjoyed many car and camping trips taking their
trailer to many destinations throughout Texas and neighboring states. One memorable trip
included a drive to Miami and a short flight to the Bahamas. Later, Emma enjoyed
traveling to visit her son who seemed to move someplace new every few years.
Memorable trips included Seattle and the San Juan Islands of Washington state,

Vancouver British Columbia, Albuquerque and Santa Fe New Mexico, Las Vegas, San
Francisco, Puerto Nuevo and Ensenada Mexico, and many trips to San Diego after Will
settled there in the late 90s. Most recently, she revisited her camping days and joined her
son, his wife Heidi, and grandson along with Heidi’s family during local RV trips to the
beach.
Emma loved card games and they were a hobby throughout her life. She made many
friends and enjoyed the fellowship of playing bridge and canasta. Later she added SkipBo, Uno, and hand and foot to the list. She was also a voracious reader and would rarely
be found without a romance novel or two in her purse. And certainly, there was always a
stack of paperbacks by her chair at home. Even in retirement she was an avid teacher…
whether it was a new card game or volunteering to teach Spanish classes to fellow
retirees, Emma was always known as a friendly and welcoming presence in her
community. She also grew to love gardening and birdwatching, especially after moving to
San Diego. She delighted in seeing her plants flourish in the Southern California sunshine
and taking note as to which birds came to visit her balcony garden and birdfeeders.
Although teaching was her passion, family was paramount to Emma. She was so proud of
her son, grandchildren, great grandchildren, and more recently great, great grandchildren!
She especially enjoyed the holidays which often included trips home by Will and his family
and spending Thanksgiving and Christmas with family. She valued her time seeing her
grandson Willson and was very happy to be able to spend so much time with him since
moving to San Diego. No small feat for a lifelong Texan who had never lived outside a 30mile radius from her birthplace.
Emma is preceded in death by her parents Jesus and Fannie Benavides, brothers Paul,
Gabriel, and Mart Benavides, and beloved husband William F. Lyon, Jr. Emma will be
missed by many, but especially by her family: her brother Roy, sister Ann, son William F.
Lyon, III and his wife Heidi, step daughter Debra (Lyon) Cox and her husband Gary, and
grandson Billy Jack Cox and his wife Marci, grandson William F. Lyon IV, granddaughter
Jeri Jo Long and her husband Tobin, great granddaughter Rachel Carnes and her
husband Christian, great granddaughters Lauren and Emma Cox, great-great
grandchildren Mia and Max Carnes, and many, many cousins, nieces, and nephews.
Emma’s favorite charity was St. Jude's Children's Hospital.
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Rosary and Vigil 06:00PM - 08:00PM
Blessing Colonial Chapel
401 Elm Street, Mansfield, TX, US, 76063

JAN
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Funeral Mass

10:30AM

Blessing Colonial Chapel
401 Elm Street, Mansfield, TX, US, 76063

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Blessing Funeral Home - January 09 at 01:36 PM

“

Emma & Bill were long time members of the Mansfield Senior Lifestyles program.
Emma's smile projected across our room welcoming everyone who walked in. She
served as the Outreach Representative for our council for many years and
volunteered in the kitchen daily. Mostly, I remember Emma always playing cards and
laughing with friends. She was so proud of her family, always sharing pictures.

Caprice Gollaway - January 11 at 12:39 PM

“

I taught with Emma the last 2 years before she retired and she immediately
"adopted" me and she declared herself to be my Texas mom. After she retired, we
would spend Saturdays visiting antique malls and playing cards. Emma took care of
everyone around her for all those years and never thought of herself. So while I
missed her when she moved to California, I was glad that she was living close to her
son and his family because I knew she was being well taken care of by them. Emma
has joined the love of her life, Bill, in heaven. I can still hear her calling him across
the room...BILL! Only he can hear her just fine now. :-) Till we meet again. Much
love, Marsha

Marsha Parker - January 09 at 03:49 PM

“

Aunt Emma was a big part of my family. She and Uncle Bill were close friends to my
mom and dad. My mom ( Judy Blue) and her were teacher's assistants for FWISD for
many years till she became a certified Teacher. In retirement, Aunt Emma and Uncle
Bill would go visit my parents on Thursday every week up till they couldn't drive any
more, but would call each other a lot! She was like a second grandma to my kids as
well. I have so many memories of her, I could write a book!
I will miss you dearly, Aunt Emma. Love you always, Alva Blue Season. ( Ally, she
called me)

Alva Seaton - January 09 at 11:04 AM

“

Stephanie Newton lit a candle in memory of Emma B. Lyon

Stephanie Newton - January 08 at 11:40 AM

“

Watercrest will miss you Miss Emma.
You and Bill bought such joy to our community.
Our laughter is what kept us going.
I know if was hard after Bill passed but it was a joy to see you playing cards with your
friends and having a life after all the love you gave to others.
Miss you.
Stephanie Newton - January 08 at 12:21 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Emma B. Lyon.

January 08 at 10:55 AM

“

Your are Loved so much and you will be missed. We will miss your knowledge and
your wisdom. You were a great mentor and confident in prayer and life. We are
saddened but know that you are in the arms of the LORD. We rejoice that you lived a
life of a woman that followed Jesus and showed the way for others. SUCH A
BLESSING!
Gary and Debbie Cox

Debra Cox - January 08 at 10:16 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Emma B. Lyon.

January 07 at 09:05 PM

