Mr. Rodney Pfahning
November 2, 1957 - January 3, 2017

Rodney “Poppy” Pfahning, 59, went to be with his Lord and Savior on January 3, 2017 in
Mansfield Methodist Hospital in Mansfield, Texas. Rodney was a resident of Mansfield
since 1988. Family and friends will gather to celebrate his life at 2 p.m. Saturday at Walnut
Ridge Baptist Church in Mansfield. He will be laid to rest at Britton Cemetery in Britton.
Rodney was born in Wells, MN on November 2, 1957, the oldest of a family of five
children. Known as “Poppy” since becoming a grandfather in 2010. Rodney’s family
moved to Bedford, Texas when he was 14 years old. He always said he got here as fast
as he could. He graduated from L.D. Bell in Hurst in 1976 and continued his education in
an Electrical Apprenticeship Program and became a Licensed Journeyman Electrician.
After about 10 years working for Sodd Electric in Arlington, TX, Rodney began working as
the Operations Manager for his home church, Tate Springs Baptist Church in Arlington,
TX, in 1992. It was more than a job for Rodney, it was a ministry where he could meet the
needs of his church family. In 1998, Rodney began working as a building engineer for
Primera Companies, Inc. in their Arlington office. He would have been there 20 years in
February. Rodney had an amazing work ethic, serving and meeting the needs of their
tenants in three office buildings.
On February 2, 1985, Rodney married Dawn Grant and they had two daughters, Sarah,
28, and Hannah, 24. He was “Poppy” to two precious grandsons, Lucas, 6, and Logan, 4.
Poppy was their favorite person in the world. He finally got his boys. He felt blessed to be
able to help raise his “boys”.
Rodney and his family joined Walnut Ridge Baptist Church in 2005. He was honored to be
ordained as a deacon in 2007. He served his church family in many ways, but most will
remember him greeting them at the front door every Sunday with a big smile and a bear
hug.
Rodney loved to travel, listen to music, watch old TV shows, shop, play with his dogs,
cook, and take pictures of sunrises and sunsets. He loved taking care of his family. He
was a man of faith who loved the Lord.
Rodney was preceded in death by his parents, Norman and Arlette.
Rodney is survived by his spouse, Dawn; his daughters, Sarah and Hannah; his
grandsons, Lucas and Logan; his brothers, Kerry, Kevin and Todd; his sister, Rhonda

Reyes; his sisters-in-law, Karen Grant and Pam Pfahning, numerous nieces and nephews
and a very large church family.
In lieu of flowers, please donate college funds for Rodney’s grandsons, Lucas and Logan.
Donate online at:
Lucas Tatlock
https://gift.uesp.org/47F35Z
Logan Tatlock
https://gift.uesp.org/MU1QWC
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Comments

“

I just wanted to share how missed Rodney will be in my life, as well as my family's.
To know Rodney was to love him. His endearing smile and kind-heartedness will
always be a lasting memory in my heart and mind. I worked with him for years but
never saw him as a client, he was a buddy. The kind that came to your gigs and
listened to your horrible songs, and stayed to the end. The kind that would spend
hours with you and there never be a dull moment. He broke silence with laughter and
filled many hearts with love in the 10 years I've known him. I wish I could have one
more breakfast or get one more call to come fix my 'sloppy work'. Until we meet
again my friend, may we never lose the light you brought to our lives.

Brad Russell - January 17, 2017 at 06:58 PM

“

Melinda Davis lit a candle in memory of Mr. Rodney Pfahning

Melinda Davis - January 10, 2017 at 01:06 PM

“

Professionally Rodney was the best. What i want the family to know is that he was a
better human-being. I had some of the funniest times inspecting The Center Points
and getting an earful of all the"Rodneyisms". He is facilitating a lot more people at
that larger campus in heaven. I am so proud to have been his friend.
Bruce D. Caldwell

Bruce D. Caldwell - January 07, 2017 at 08:43 PM

“

Rodney, Ken and I had an 'Old Man' breakfast many times..Rodney was a gentle
soul, faith filled and had a heart full of love for his family and those close to him..he is
now resting with God.

Larry K. Hammond - January 07, 2017 at 12:22 PM

“

Rodney and I had a lot of good laughs and conversation over the years of doing work
for him and every year going together for our continuing ed class to renew our
electrical license, it made an otherwise quite boring four hours rather looked forward
to. He will be missed by anyone who knew him. He was always one of the most
consistent guys I knew, always the same whenever you seen him. I know the family
that he dearly loved will find a very big hole where he was and God bless and
comfort you in the days ahead and we will see him again in a much better place.

Brad Brewer - January 07, 2017 at 09:37 AM

“

I wish to send condolences to the family at this time of loss. Rodney was a very
gentle and friendly man. He was always responsive to me as a tenant at Primera.
When I first became a tenant I had an after hour situation and he was so helpful. I
remember him speaking of his church and I realized then he was a true man of God.
We will miss him. May God continue to bless and keep you in his Divine comfort
during this time. You are in my prayers.
Gail Morrison-Netter

Gail Morrison-Netter - January 06, 2017 at 06:53 PM

“

I've known Rodney for nearly 18 years while working at PEBC/NCTCOG. He was the
guy who sometimes had "to talk me off the ledge," made the thermostat work, helped
get me out of the stuck elevator, made sure the sidewalks were clear and was always
so eager to help. Mostly, he was my friend and we laughed a lot. When he saw my
car outside on a weekend - he would often stop by just to check on me. Sometimes,
"Poppy" would bring those grandsons by, too! It is so hard to understand the sudden
loss of someone so dear to all of us. My deepest sympathy to his family and closest
friends.
Diana Kongevick

Diana Kongevick - January 06, 2017 at 04:53 PM

“

Rodney was always a caring man who loved the Lord. We are so sorry for you loss.
Such a wonderful example. May the Lord be with you and his love comfort you.
Richard and Jill Neece

Jill Neece - January 06, 2017 at 03:11 PM

“

Rodney was more than a co-worker and more than a friend, he was like family. He
was just that way—endearing and familiar. He cared tremendously about his work
and, more importantly, for others. He was always doing things for other people. He
could be relied on in any situation, in and out of the office, 24/7. Many was the time
he would answer an off-hours work-related or personal call. When he oversaw the
performance of jobs he had high standards, expecting what he would require of
himself. In addition to his dedication and generous heart which I so greatly admired, I
loved his affability--he was a gentle person with a warm heart. He had the kind of
smile that instantly made you feel special to share in. He can never be replaced, only
better suited in heaven. We will miss him so greatly.
Meredith, privileged to work with Rodney at Primera

Meredith Haigler - January 06, 2017 at 01:01 PM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Rodney while working at Primera. One of the best
places I've been blessed to work at with some of the best co-workers. Rodney would
help anybody and everybody and my oh my was he a great listener.... RIP my friend,
until we meet again..... prayers to the friends and family

Karin Hendry - January 06, 2017 at 12:56 PM

“

Rodney was a delightful man. I am grateful to have known him. May peace be with
his precious family.
Marti Lawrence
Centerpoint One Tenant

Marti Lawrence - January 06, 2017 at 12:00 PM

“

I was a tenant at Centerpoint 3 for six years and Rodney did anything and everything
in his power to welcome people to the building and make them feel comfortable. I
remember being a brand new business owner, 80 hour work weeks, and I dropped
my keys down the elevator shaft on a Saturday morning at 7am. I called Rodney and
he came up to the building and got my keys out of the elevator for me. He was so
positive and so helpful that it turned my whole day around. This is just one example
of the little things that he did everyday multiple times a day to serve others. Rodney
was a true example of Christ's love and I am so grateful that I got to know him.

Morgan Berigan - January 06, 2017 at 11:40 AM

“

I was very sad to hear the news of Rodney's passing. He was always a happy
person, who would never hesitate to give a warm smile and a cheerfully greet
people. He was one of those people that would go out of his way to say a few words
to you and check on how your day was going - a very genuine man, and a man that
will be missed by all of us.
Rodger Mann.
NCTCOG

Rodger Mann - January 06, 2017 at 11:35 AM

“

What can I say that has not already been said about a true friend, co-worker, loving
husband for Dawn, a loving father to Sarah & Hannah, one of the worlds greatest
granddaddy aka "Poppy" to Lucas & Logan. Truly unreplaceable in our organization
and the services he rendered unselfishly to all of our tenants at Primera.
One will not find a better man whose heart was as big as he was! One of the most
kindest and conscientious to his duties in his profession. He was more than a
Building Engineer, he was the heartbeat of the Centerpoint Buildings and a friend to
all of our tenants.
I love him and will sorely miss his warm spirit, eating breakfast with him at Pioneer
restaurant on Tuesday mornings, working side by side, face to face at our office. I
often joked with him about all of the keys that hung from his belt that he carried the
keys to the kingdom. This time His Lord opened the door to His Kingdom for Rodney
and said, "Come on in they good and faithful servant".
Missed but never forgotten!
Your friend & co-worker
Ken McCall
Primera

Ken McCall - January 06, 2017 at 11:31 AM

“

Rodney was such a friendly and nice man. We truly enjoyed working with him at the
NCTRCA in the CenterPoint I building. Our prayers are with his family and close
friends during this time of loss.
Elicia Mitchell and the NCTRCA Staff

Elicia Mitchell, MPA - January 06, 2017 at 11:25 AM

“

I am very lucky to have know Rodney both as a member of Walnut Ridge Baptist
Church and as an employee of NCTCOG. He had a way of making you smile
whether it was the hug he gave you on Sunday morning prior to church services, or
in his gentle, teasing way at work. The last time I saw Rodney at work, he was
teasing me about the temperature in my office just as he always did. I knew Rodney
as a man that loved God and his family and really cared about others. Heaven just
gained a really bright star and I expect that one day, when it is my time, Rodney will
be there to greet me again with that wonderful bear hug of his!

DJ Hale - January 06, 2017 at 10:10 AM

“

I met Rodney on my first day at COG. He immediately made me feel welcome and
always had a warm smile and friendly demeanor. I knew immediately his heart was
large. He always took care of all my issues, no matter how small, with grace and
kindness. Although he will be greatly missed by us who we privledged enough to
work with him, his legacy will live on in all of our hearts and with his family. He was a
blessing to so many and his family should take comfort in knowing all the quiet acts
of kindness he performed everyday.

Molly McFadden - January 06, 2017 at 06:23 AM

“

It was always a joy to run into Rodney in the hall. For twenty years he has lit up those
hallways of NCTCOG (both by keeping the bulbs burning and by the light of his
personality). Rodney was such a breath of fresh air and had a knack for making
people laugh and smile. He cared about making us happy, even though I'm sure our
requests were often wacky or unreasonable. He was a man of character and he is
already missed!

Christy Williams - January 05, 2017 at 08:03 PM

“

Rodney was one of my favorite people to see around the COG. He always had a
smile and something to joke with me about. He really loved his job and it showed. He
always knew how to make you feel special and appreciated. I will miss him very
much. I feel very blessed to have known Rodney.

Merrily Carey - January 05, 2017 at 05:00 PM

“

I know I am only one of the very many here at NCTCOG who will miss Rodney's
smiling face and funny personality. I pray God will give his family peace during this
time of great sadness and hope they know they are in our thoughts and prayers and
that we are so grateful to have had him in our life.
Bandi Ellsworth

Bandi Ellsworth - January 05, 2017 at 04:18 PM

“

I was so shocked to hear of the passing of Rodney. I worked with Rodney for over 20
years while I worked for the Council of Governments. He was always so quick to
respond to my many requests and demands for a quick fix to a facility problem at any
of the Centerpoint office buildings. He knew every nook and cranny of the buildings
and we could always share a laugh over the many somewhat bazaar requests he'd
receive. He often times performed work that was way beyond his job description. He
has left a huge hole in the many lives he's touched, not to mention all the work that
he performed around the office campus. He will be truly missed by the NCTCOG and
Primera Companies staff.
Donna Steward, retired NCTCOG staff

Donna Steward - January 05, 2017 at 03:57 PM

“

Rodney was always a smiling face and happy to help. He gave me a lot of grief of
almost burning the building down once - I had a fan plugged into the wall that wasn't
working and we noticed the wall was super hot. Turned out, there was a problem with
the electrical in the wall, but Rodney would never let me live it down. I loved seeing
him around the building and chatting with him. He definitely leaves a void in our
building and hearts.

Pamela - January 05, 2017 at 03:54 PM

“

I had the pleasure of knowing Rodney for the past 5 years. He always gave me a
hard time and I gave it right back. Every time he would come over to our building he
would come by our office and look at me and say "What did you break now"? We
would just laugh and I would tell him I had to give him something to do. He is going to
be missed by everyone. R.I.P my friend and may you fly high with the angels. Until
we meet again.
Kim Sanders
United Vision Logistics

Kim Sanders - January 05, 2017 at 03:44 PM

“

I have known Rodney since he began with Primera. He was always so pleasant to
work with and always tried to get things done quickly and done right.
I never saw him without a smile and a happy demeanor. He would take teasing and
give it right back to you with a smile and something extra!
He will be missed-a gentle soul with a giving heart! God blessed us with his
presence.
Patt-Regional Police Academy

Patt Hollingsworth - January 05, 2017 at 03:37 PM

“

I work for the COG and Rodney was always great to work with, even though it was
usually when we had a problem. He had a unique sense of humor, kind of dry, but
funny. We will pray for grace for your family during this difficult time.
David Setzer
NCTCOG

David Setzer - January 05, 2017 at 03:34 PM

“

Rodney had such a wonderful demeanor, warm smile and was a pleasure to be
around. His strong work ethic ensured every job was done correctly and to his
satisfaction. His presence will be missed.
Diane, NCTCOG

Diane - January 05, 2017 at 03:20 PM

“

For much of the twenty years Rodney was one of the friendliest workers around our
big campus. He always ribbed me with comments as: "what work have you found me
this week?", as he knew I often found items of interest for his staff. Rodney was quick
to get things fixed inside and out...very conscientious person! I will miss his smile and
occasional comedic greetings! Mark Stephens, COG Transportation Dept.

Mark Stephens - January 05, 2017 at 02:59 PM

“

Rodney was a man of great character and kind words for all. He always had a warm
greeting for all tenants of the properties he managed. He will be missed.
Mike Hensley
North Central TX COG

Mike Hensley - January 05, 2017 at 02:56 PM

